Year 5 Parent Newsletter Autumn 1
Dear Parents, Carers and Families,
Welcome to Year 5.
We hope you and your child are excited about starting this academic year and that this newsletter
gives you an understanding as to what your child will be learning this term. You will also find some
useful links or activities that you may want to look at or complete with your child.
Each year group is busily arranging a parent workshop for the Autumn term. Dates regarding these
will be shared shortly with you. We hope you can attend! If you do have any questions, please do
not hesitate to come and speak with us.

Area
Project:
History/
Geography

English

Maths

Theme
Dynamic Dynasties
In Dynamic Dynasties, your child will learn about periods of ancient Chinese
history. They will explore a timeline of the first five Chinese dynasties and learn
about the legends surrounding the beginning of Chinese civilisation. They will
take a deep dive into the history of the Bronze Age Shang Dynasty and explore
evidence found in the ancient city of Yin. They will study oracle bones, learn
about religious beliefs and explore bronze artefacts that set the Shang Dynasty
apart from other civilisations. They will also study the hierarchy of the Shang
Dynasty and discover who was powerful and who was powerless. They will look
at warfare and find out how bronze technology gave the Shang Dynasty an
advantage over their enemies. They will learn about the life of the great
military leader, Fu Hao. The children will then look at significant aspects of life
after the Shang Dynasty, including the work of Confucius in the Zhou Dynasty,
the short but significant reign of Emperor Qin Shi Huang of the Qin Dynasty and
the importance of the Silk Road created by the Han Dynasty. To end the
project, your child will find out how ancient China’s lasting legacy can be seen
in the world today.

During this term, our focus will be the author, Roald Dahl. We
will be looking at the style of his writing in both his books and
short stories for children and using this to influence our writing.
Our focus will be on his characters and settings along with other
features of Dahl’s stories such as fantasy, magic and the quest
for fair treatment and happiness for children and animals...
Writing expectations for year 5:
Using the White Rose Scheme, we will begin the year looking at
place value for three weeks. Children will learn to read and write
numbers to a million and look at rounding up to this value. This
will be followed by two weeks of addition and subtraction. The
focus will be on the formal methods for these calculations. We

Reading
Science

PE

will end the half term with the introduction of our multiplication
and division topic. Children will learn how to divide and multiply
by 10, 100 and 1000 as well as focus on the 2-digit by 2-digit
column method for multiplication and the bus stop method for
division.
Your child will shortly be coming home with a reading book.
Please support and encourage them to read this at home.
In previous years children learned about how contact and noncontact forces make things start and stop moving. This module
builds on these ideas and develops an understanding of how
forces including gravitational attraction and drag forces –
friction, air resistance, water resistance, and upthrust in water –
affect movement. Children learn how mechanisms including
levers, pulleys and gears allow a smaller force to have a greater
effect. When working scientifically, children plan and carry out
fair test and pattern-seeking investigations, observe carefully,
record accurate measurements, and construct different
mechanisms. They look at scientific ideas from the past and carry
out an activity to find evidence to support or refute famous
scientists’ ideas. They make predictions as a result of carrying out
simple activities and go on to plan new investigations. There are
opportunities to develop graphing skills as well as
communication and presentation skills.
PE will be on a Tuesday morning.
On this day, your child will need to come into school in suitable
PE Kit. (see below).

For the first half term each class will be covering the
following sports:
5P
5H
5K

Gymnastics/Netball
Basketball/Football
Dance/Tag Rugby

Computing

In computing, children will continue their learning about online
safety, looking at disinformation and misinformation. They will
also cover computing systems and networks and develop their
programming skills.

Modern
Foreign
Languages

This term we will be introducing French into KS2 (Y3-Y6). Children will be
learning to understand and respond to spoken and written language from a
variety of authentic sources
Units 1- 6 will include:
rhymes, traditional songs, listening to and reading a story, performing a
traditional story in French, expressing an opinion

RE/PSHE

Music

Art/DT
Suggested
reading list

Other information
PE Kit
For safety reasons, it is essential your child comes to school in correct and safe PE kit.

Plain T-Shirt
Shorts, tracksuit trousers or leggings
Trainers (not pumps)

Your child may wear a tracksuit/jogging bottoms over their PE kit if they wish.

Supporting your child at home
Read, read, then read some more! Research show that reading regularly is the best
homework you can do. If your child brings a reading book home, please support
them to read it- even. Better, spend 10 minutes a day reading with them.

